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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Morale Tent to Close 


The Communications Squadron's Morale 
Tent (morale phones and computers) 
located in the the Comm Compound is 
scheduled to reopen Monday, June 9 at 
8 a.m. The closure is necessary for the 
installation of permanent communica- 
tions cables to enhance the Local Area 
Network. 


During this period, the Base Comm 
Helpdesk is currently operating out of the 
SIPR Cafe, located through the front 
door, and to the immediate right, of the 
main Comm _ Building compound. 
Temporary phone numbers during this 
time will be 459-0308 and 459-0309 


Chapel Movie Night 

The Air Force chaplains will sponsor the 
movie, Two Weeks’ Notice, Wednesday, 
June 11, in the 407th AEG WOC at 7:00 
p.m. This free movie, starring Sandra 
Bullock and Hugh Grant, is open to all 
Tallil personnel. 





A LISTEN UP YOU MAGGOTSI!: Retired Marine Gunnery Sgt. R. Lee Ermey takes viewers of the History Channel’s 
Mail Call program on a tour of Tallil Air Base as part of the cable television channel’s tour through the CENTCOM AOR. 


Mail Call ‘Gunny’ Delivers 
Special Message to Troops 


Story by: 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
Chief of Public Affairs, 407th AEG 


B est known for his salty language and role 
as Gunnery Set. Hartman in the movie 
Full Metal Jacket, former U.S. Marine Corps 
Drill Sergeant R. Lee Ermey dropped in on 
troops at Tallil Air Base for a quick base inspec- 
tion. Accompanied by a video crew from the 
History Channel, the May 30 visit was part of his 
focus on military technology supporting 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Ermey, host of the cable television show 
“Mail Call,” brought his team to the region to 
collect imagery for an upcoming episode that will 





air July 6 back in the states, and to pass along a 
special message of support from those back 
home. 

"I wanted to let you know exactly what's 
going on back in the states," Ermey said. "We're 
behind you 100 percent." 

As the former Vietnam veteran addressed an 
expanding crowd of coalition personnel outside 
the Tallil dining facility, he added an even 
stronger message of patriotism for those in uni- 
form, discounting the often inflammatory 
remarks of Hollywood celebrities who oppose 


Continued on page 2 


USAF photo by Maj. Jon Anderson 
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This funded newspaper is an authorized 
publication for members of the U.S. mil- 
itary serving in Iraq. Contents of the 
TALLIL TIMES are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the U.S. 


Government, the Department of 
Defense, or the Department of the Air 
Force, Department of the Army, or the 
Department of the Navy. 


The editorial content is edited, prepared 
and provided by the Tallil Air Base Public 
Affairs office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless otherwise 
indicated. 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts stories, 
photographs and commentaries, which 
may be submitted to the PA staff located 
in the Wing Operations Center (WOC), 
or can be sent directly to the newspaper 
at tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 p.m. 
Thursday the week before publication. 
All submissions are edited for content 
and Air Force journalistic style. For 
more information, visit the PA office 
located in the WOC or call at 459-0014 
or e-mail the’ editorial staff at 
407.pa@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. 
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the use of military force in Iraq. 

"We are free today because of the people 
who fought in World War II, World War I..." 
Ermey said to an attentive audience. "We had to 
earn that right .... and the people who earn that 
right for us are not the (ones) who think they 
can put their heads in the sand and it (terrorism) 
will go away. They're the people right here in 
front of me—right now." 

In addition, the 59-year-old Kansas native 
thrilled troops as he performed excerpts from 
his famous movie character and joked about the 
political follies of Hollywood. 

Troops swarmed the cigar chomping Ermey 
throughout his visit to Tallil as he dished out 
autographs and mugged it up for hundreds of 
photographs. 

Ermey and his crew were treated to a live 


search and rescue demonstration, a controlled 
ordnance detonation, and several familiariza- 
tion briefings on the A-10 Thunderbolt II air- 
craft. Some of the imagery captured is sched- 
uled to to appear in the July 6 episode. 

Due to injuries suffered in Vietnam, Ermey 
was medically retired from military service. 
However he remains a staunch supporter of the 
men and women in the armed forces. 
“T just want to end with three things,” said 
Ermey as he departed. “God bless our com- 
mander-in-chief George Bush—oo-rah. God 
bless the men and women who are sacrificing 
their freedom, right now, to make sure that 
everybody else is free—oo-rah. And God bless 
America.” 





A NO, REALLY, SADDAM HAD A BLAST!: (Left to right) Master Sgt. Ken Pettibone, Senior Airman Aaron 
Davenport, Staff Sgt. Luke Ryker, Staff Sgt. Jacob Campbell, Senior Airman Benjamin Ford, Senior Airman Brian 
Chandler, and Airman 1st Class Ryan Bobzin of the 407th Explosive Ordnance Disposal team join the History 
Channel’s R. Lee Ermey (center) shortly before a controlled ordnance detonation involving an alleged enemy water- 


melon and the effigy of a familiar fellow from Baghdad. 


Words for Warriors 


“Some people live an entire lifetime and wonder if they have ever made a 


difference in the world, but the Marines don't have that problem.” 


--Former President Ronald Reagan 


USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 





IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., LSA Adder Chapel 

Thursday 

RCIA/Adult Ed., 6:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 


Protestant 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Contemporary 

Sunday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Gospel Service 

11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 


Latter Day Saints 
Lay-Led Service 
Sunday, 2 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service 
Friday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Daily, Sunset, LSA Adder Chapel 


Bible Studies 

Womens Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office Building 
Protestant Bible Study 

Friday, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office Building 
Catholic Bible Study 

Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Tent, open to all who are 
interested in the Catholic faith 

Gods Purpose for You 

Fridays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office Building 


Chapel Movie Night 

The Air Force chaplains will sponsor the movie, 7wo 
Weeks’ Notice, Wednesday, June 11, in the 407th AEG 
WOC at 7 p.m. This free movie, starring Jennifer Lopez 
and Ralph Fiennes, is open to all Tallil personnel. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6 p.m., 407th AEG WOC Conference 
Room 

Saturday Mass 

Saturday, 8 p.m., 407th AEG WOC Conference Room 
Saturday, 9 p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Bldg (BDOC) 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 392nd AEG WOC Conference Room 
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Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Sunday, 11 a.m., 86th CSH 


Protestant 

Daily 

Daily, 12 p.m., 163rd 63rd Signal Battalion** 
Daily, 8 p.m., 92nd EN DFAC 

Daily, 9 p.m., 1/293rd IN* 


Wednesdays 

Wednesday, 12 p.m., 109th EN DFAC* 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., 63rd Sig* 
Wednesday, 7 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent* 
Wednesday, 8 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 
Fridays 

Friday, 8 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 


Sundays 

Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 36th EN 

Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 86th CSH 

Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 36th EN Brief Tent 
Sunday, 10 a.m., 1/293IN and 171st ASG 
Sunday, 12 p.m., 63rd Sig. 

Sunday, 12 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 


*= Bible Study ** = Devotions 


Latter Day Saints 

Sunday 

Sunday, 2 p.m., 86th CSH 
Sunday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG WOC 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service 
Friday, 6p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 


Prayer 
Daily, 12:30p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 


Notices (Both AF and Army) 


Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 


MWR Phones and Internet Service 

The 407th AEG/ECS will soon remove the MWR Phone 
and Internet Tent located across from the AF Post Office 
and suspend services temporarily in about two weeks. The 
407th AEG/SVS will set up at a new location for phone 
calls and e-mail in "Tent City.” Details to come. 


Shuttle Bus service has been discontinued because of too 
few riders and a shortage of drivers. 


Driving on Base 

Speed limits on base are 30km/18mph during the day and 
10km/6mph at night. Helmets are required in all tactical 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and “Gators.” 
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Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two 
locations: from the BX/PX parking lot and off the main 
gate road toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T- 
shirt and shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on 
any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage 
for units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 573- 
1258 for more information. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not travel off the 
hardpack except in areas cleared by EOD. There are still 
thousands of UXO on this base. Army - Report all UXO 
to "Bomber Base" on tactical radios or call 573-1074. Air 
Force - Report all UXO to "Command Post" on the CC 
Net or call the Command Post at 459-0000 or EOD at 459- 
0108/9. 


For management purposes, units are asked to drop off 
refuse from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Liggurat of Ur 

Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. For information, U.S. 
Army personnel may call 573-1107. U.S. Air Force per- 
sonnel may call 459-0008. 


Air Force Services has expanded its tour schedule to 
include 2 afternoon visits to the Ziggurat. For info, please 
call the Air Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. The schedule now 
looks like this: 


Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the Rec Tent) 


AAFES BX/PX 


AAFES hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


NOTICE 


To help everyone get the most out of their facilities and stay 
good neighbors, the Zallil Times reminds all readers that 
each MKT, dining hall, shower tent, latrine tent and morale 
tent is specially sited, stocked and serviced for certain num- 
bers of people in a certain area. These amenities work well 
if only those people use them, but additional people rapidly 
use up whatever food, water and “stuff’ were planned for 
the intended users. 


If you aren’t among the intended users, you take away from 
those who are and in the long run hurt that unit’s ability to 
properly serve their people. Help others and yourself to 
have enough when you need it. 
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Army Unit 
Manning Site 
Now Online 


Story Courtesy U.S. Army News Service 


4 rT he Unit Manning Task Force now has a 
dedicated Web site that can be accessed 
via PERSCOM On-line and AKO. 

The new site can be accessed and viewed at 
https://www.unit manning.army.mil provides 
unit manning information in five broad cate- 
gories: overview, research/history, current 
events, products, and discussion/feedback. 

The Unit Manning Task Force was chartered 
by Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. John Keane 
on Oct. 18 to develop unit manning recommen- 
dations, to reduce turbulence in the operational 
force, and enable unit commanders to build and 
sustain highly cohesive and well-trained teams. 

The Army announced May 5 that it will use 
the 172nd Infantry Brigade (Separate) as the 
first unit to use unit manning personnel polices 
instead of the current personnel system of indi- 
vidual replacements. The 172nd, based at Fort 
Wainwright, Alaska, will use the Unit Manning 
Initiative as it becomes the third Army unit to 
transform into a Stryker Brigade Combat Team. 

Under the Unit Manning Initiative, groups 
of soldiers will arrive together at a unit and 
train together day-to-day, through a standard 
36-month tour, said Lt. Col. Paul Thornton, 
unit manning action officer. He said under the 
current individual replacement system, soldiers 
leave and come into units on a monthly basis. 

The current system requires constant 
retraining of individual and collective tasks to 
get new soldiers up to speed, Thornton said. 

Unit manning will support Personnel 
Transformation, enable unit rotations, and pro- 
vide cohesive Army units that will excel in the 
uncertain environment faced today, personnel 
officials said. 

There are many misconceptions about unit 
manning, according to members of the task 
force. They said the Web site will help clarify 
the issues. 

"Unit manning is not COHORT," explained 
Lt. Col. Dave Goehring, a program manager on 
the task force, "this site will provide soldiers 
with the latest information on this Army initia- 
tive." 

Task force members also encourage soldiers 
to check the Web site often and provide sug- 
gestions. 
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AQ: The “Bama Boys” indulge the crowd with a musical skit featuring songs by pop music 


RAQ: 
mogul Michael Jackson. They were one of 24 different talent acts featured at Tallil’s first talent showcase. 
| 
Troops Act Up at First-Ever 
i | 
Tallil Air Base Talent Event 


Story and photo by: Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
Editor, Tallil Times 


f Wn Monday night, the starts twinkled just 


Y a little brighter as the U.S. Army’s 171st 


Area Support Group hosted Tallil’s first-ever 


Talent Showcase. 

Poets, dancers, singers and martial arts 
experts charmed the muse, crooned the tunes, 
and belted out their best for an estimated 
audience of more than 1,800 coalition per- 
sonnel. 

“We really like to call this event a talent 
‘showcase’ rather than a talent ‘show,’ said 
event organizer Sgt. Trudy Jackson of the 
171st ASG “We don’t have a competition 
here for who’s the best; it’s simply just an 
open forum to showcase local talent.” 


Jackson and six volunteers surrendered 
close to 100 hours of personal time to make 
the event possible, and troops responded with 
enthusiastic participation. There were 24 
scheduled acts with six additional acts placed 
on a waiting list the night of the event. 

“This has really turned our far better than 
I had ever anticipated,” said Jackson. “When 
the Korean forces said they were bringing 3 
different acts and 300 personnel to cheer 
them on, I knew it was going to be a success.” 
There are plans for another talent showcase 
July 12, said Jackson with some hesitation. 

“I’m making plans for another event, but I 
really hope we’re all back home by then.” 
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Local Weather Phenomena Keep 
Air Force Forecasters Busy 


Story by: Sergeant Ist Class Steve Miller 
203rd Military Intelligence Battalion 


Ge o if you think the spring Haboobs were 
bad, wait until you see the summer 
Shamal! And nobody knows shamals and 
haboobs better than the 407th AEG’s Weather 
Flight? Under the direction of 2nd Lt. 
Raymond Page, OIC, and Staff Sgt. Tom Clark, 
NCOIC, this small four-person weather team, 
located in the Air Control Tower at the north 
end of Tallil airfield likes to make quick work 
of whatever meteorological event comes their 
way. As one of the first and most advanced Air 
Force weather predicting operations in Iraq, 
they cover a wide range of weather responsibil- 
ities throughout the Central Command area of 
responsibility. 

The primary focus of these forecasters is the 
protection of people and planes, as well as air 
operations from the extreme, and sometimes 
damaging weather conditions in the area. 
Daily, they monitor and report the temperature, 
cloud cover, visibility, altimeter air density and 
pressure, as well as wind direction and velocity. 
Prognostications are also made of both solar 
and lunar activity to verify the reliability and 
accuracy of radio communications, global posi- 
tioning systems, and if needed, the accuracy of 
bombing activities. 

While these forecasters still use some tradi- 
tional weather sensors to measure the basics of 
temperature, wind direction/speed, and air pres- 
sure, their operation is complemented by _real- 
time satellite imagery that helps develop an 
official local area forecast plan. 

What’s really been a challenge for this team 
is the fact that there is little, if any historical 
weather data. To complicate matters, there are 
no stations further north in Iraq to help predict 
incoming storm systems. So in an effort to help 
future forecasters, the Tallil team has added a 
terminal forecast reference notebook that will 
tell how the local topography and weather 
affects flight activity. 

According to Clark, the former Hussein 
regime built several dams upstream that have 
subsequently dried up the once-fertile marsh- 
land areas in the neighboring southeast region 
of Iraq. The dams significantly increased the 
size of large dry land masses, and reduced the 
amount of vegetation which helps retain heat. 
What happens then 1s a build up of heat in the 
area that is inconsistent to other parts of the 


world with similar latitudes. Take that and add 
the fact that Tallil lies in a low river valley that 
is only a few feet above sea level, and eleva- 
tions that increase to 600-700 feet only a few 
miles away and you’ve got yourself a windy 
"dust bowl" environment filled with some inter- 
esting weather phenomena such as zwabas, 
haboobs and shamals. 


Zwaba 

Dust devils, or zwaba as they are referred to 
by locals, are small, short-lived, relatively pow- 
erless tornados of dust and debris that skip 
along the ground from time to time. Zwaba are 
most likely to occur on a clear, hot day with ris- 
ing temperatures and very light winds of five to 
ten miles per hour. Stronger winds tend to pre- 
vent the zwaba from forming. Occurring at any 
time of year, these mini funnels develop best in 
where one patch of ground heats up faster than 
another. As the warm air rises, it begins to spin 
in a circular, vortex pattern. In contrast to tor- 
nadoes as we know them in the U.S., the debris 
and the dust in a dust devil or zwaba will spiral 
upwards. 


Haboobs 

Also referred to as “simooms” or “simoons” in 
certain Arabic countries, haboobs are broader, 
local "microburst" dust storms and are preva- 
lent during the more turbulent atmospheric con- 
ditions of the spring and the fall. These larger 
area dust storms can last for as brief as ten min- 
utes or linger as long as two hours. They are 
created by variable heating and the related 
upward movement of air currents caused by 
convection. If the temperature suddenly drops, 
such as by evening cooling after sunset, the 
convection stops and the rising air mass col- 
lapses. The air mass then comes rushing down, 
spreads out, and pushes a big wall of dust and 
debris across the landscape. 

Normally, such equivalent microbursts in the 
states are accompanied by thunder and light- 
ning. However, since Iraq is primarily a desert 
region, there is not enough moisture in the 
atmosphere to form the familiar big thunder- 
storm clouds. Instead, a haboob early warning 
signal called Virga occurs where one can see a 
black shadow in the distance that does not go all 
the way down to the ground. It is actually rain- 


Continued on page 6 








Things You 
Should Know 
About Iraqi 
Weather 
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A DUST IN THE WIND: Frequent dust storms, 
of varying size are part of the local weather phe- 
nomena at Tallil Air Base. 


> There actually is a “rainy season” 


here. (Nov. through Feb.) Total 
accumulation of rain between this 
period is somewhere between 10 
and 20 inches. 


Iraq experiences some of the highest 
temperatures anywhere in the world. 
These scorching conditions are 
often accompanied by a persistent 
dusty, northwesterly wind, the 
shamal, which adds to the unpleas- 
antness. 


Melting snow in spring in the moun- 
tains of Turkey, Iran, and Kurdistan 
causes the rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates to flood in a spectacular 
manner between March and May. 


Winters are very mild in the south, 
but become cooler toward the north. 
Frost and snow occasionally occur 
at low levels in the north and snow- 
fall may be heavy in Kurdistan. 


Source: www.bbc.co.uk 


4 4 
\4 
ap 





| Page 6 
US ARMY 


Still Snagged 
By Stop Loss? 


Soldiers in the following special- 
ties are now no longer subject to 
Stop Loss: 


Officers: 15C35 (Aviation Intelligence); 
Additional Skill Identifier (ASI) K4 (Special 
Operations Aviation), K5 (MH-60K Pilot), 
and/or K6 (H-47E Pilot); 18 (Special 
Forces); 38 (Civil Affairs); 39 
(Psychological Operations). 


Warrant Officers: 153E (MH-60 Pilot): 
154E (MH-47 Pilot); 155E (C-12 Pilot); 
155G (O-5A/EO-5B/RC-7 Pilot); Pilots with 
ASI K4 (Special Operations Aviation), K5 
(MH-60K Pilot, and/or K6 H-47E Pilot); 
180A (Special Forces); 350B (Intelligence 
Technician); 351C (Area Intelligence 
Technician); 352G (Voice Intercept 
Technician); 


Enlisted: 002 (Command Sergeant Major 
with Special Forces (SF) background); 
18B (SF Weapons Sergeant); 18C (SF 
Engineer Sergeant); 18D (SF Medical 
Sergeant); 18E (SF Communications 
Sergeant); 18F (SF Operations and 
Intelligence Sergeant); 18Z (SF Senior 
Sergeant); 37F (Psychological Operations 
Specialist); 38A (Civil Affairs Specialist); 
67U (CH-47 Helicopter Repairer); 98C 
(Signals Intelligence Analyst). 


The following skills for all components 
remain affected by the Army's 12- 
Month, Skill-Based Stop Loss Program: 


Officers: 30 Information Operations, 31 
Military Police, 34 Strategic Intelligence, 
35 Military Intelligence, 45A Comptroller, 
48G FAO (Mideast/N Africa), 51C Contract 
& Industrial Management, 53 Information 
Systems Management. 


Warrant Officers: 152c OH-6 Scout 
Pilot, 153D UH-60 Pilot, 154C CH-47D 
Pilot, 311A CID Special Agent, 351B 
Counter Intelligence Technician, 351E 
Human Intelligence Collection Technician. 


Enlisted: 52E Prime Power Production 
Specialist, 55D EOD Specialist, 74B 
Information Systems Operator, 92M 
Mortuary Affairs Specialist, 95B Military 
Police, 95C Correctional Specialist, 95D 
CID Special Agent, 96B Intelligence 
Analyst, 96U UAV Operator, 97B Counter 
Intelligence Agent, S7E Human 
Intelligence Collector, 97L Translator 
(Minus Russian and Spanish), 98G Voice 
Interceptor (Language Specific). 
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ing there, but the precipitation is evaporating 
before it hits the ground. An orange glow is 
another early warning sign that appears on the 
horizon sometimes before a Haboob strikes. It 
is caused because sand of that color from a par- 
ticular source region has been kicked up into 
the atmosphere. 


Shamals 

The word shamal (also known as sharki in 
Iraq) comes from an Arabic word meaning 
north. This broad, intermittent dust storm gets 
its name because this strong wind weather sys- 
tem originates and blows primarily from the 
north. During the 120-day long shamal season, 
hot, windy, dust storms affecting the entire 
country of Iraq, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia start 
in mid-June and continue off-and-on through 
the end of September. They may last from one 
to ten days. 

In a shamal storm, steady winds of 25 to 30 
knots blow in lots of dust and sand for an aver- 
age of three to four days. Eventually, when the 
winds die down for a couple of days, all the par- 
ticles suspended in the atmosphere drop down 
to cover the ground. Since a shamal persists 
over a longer period, there is a constant churn- 
ing of dust and sand in general. According to 


Clark, a shamal is “often accompanied by an 
orange glow where one cannot see his hand in 
front of his face. It leaves the ground looking 
like the surface of Mars.” 

Is there a rainy season at Tallil? Due to its 
similarity to Indian weather patterns, there is a 
"monsoon" type of season from November to 
February. Because of winter shamal systems, 
the weather 1s comparatively cooler and moist 
with more precipitation involved, including a 
few thunderstorms. Nevertheless, the 20 pre- 
cious inches of rain during the so-called "rainy" 
season nowhere approaches the heavy rains of 
the Indian monsoons. 


Words for Warriors 


“If it moves, salute it; if it doesn't 
move, pick it up; and if you can't pick 
it up, paint it.” 


--Anonymous (1940's GI saying) 





Army Partially Lifts Stop Loss 


Courtesy U.S. Army News Service 


he Army has lifted "Stop Loss" for 

active-component units and for soldiers 
in about half of the specialties that had been 
required to stay on active duty. 

Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs Reginald J. 
Brown approved the partial lifting of Stop Loss 
May 27. 

This lifting of Stop Loss will allow about 
16,000 active-component, 4,900 Army Reserve 
and 675 National Guard soldiers to leave active 
duty if they want between now and October, 
personnel officials said. 

These soldiers, as they begin their transition 
from the Army, will be provided time to com- 
plete transition and career counseling, along 
with demobilization activities, officials said. 
They said the Army's Stop Loss exit strategy 
will normally allow 180 days to transition sol- 
diers returning from Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Personnel strength managers from all Army 
components will regulate separation dates to 
ensure no adverse impact on Army-wide readi- 


ness, officials said. 

The Army lifted its "stop movement" order 
earlier this month to allow many OIF soldiers to 
report to their next assignments. 

The Stop Loss policy was initiated in four 
separate increments to allow the Army to retain 
soldiers -- who were determined to be essential 
to the national security of the United States -- 
on active duty beyond their date of retirement 
or separation for an open-ended period. It 
began with Operations Noble Eagle and 
Enduring Freedom Nov. 30, 2001. The fourth 
and last increment, announced Feb. 14, was for 
units supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Stop Loss does not affect most involuntary 
separations or retirements, officials said, nor 
does it generally limit laws, regulations, or poli- 
cies that lead to involuntary separations, retire- 
ments, or releases from active duty. 

Reserve-component Unit Stop Loss, which 
affects Reserve soldiers assigned to alerted or 
mobilized RC units, remains in effect. 


Center for Disease Control Photo 
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Sand Flies, Leishmaniais: Now That Bites! 


Story by: Maj. Douglas A. Burkett, PhD 
Medical Entomologist, 407th EMEDS 


G ot Sand flies? Well, you probably do 

whether you realize it or not. Sand flies 
are tiny biting blood-feeding insects that are 
related to mosquitoes, only much smaller— 
almost a quarter of their size. They can trans- 
mit a potentially deadly disease known as 
Leishmaniasis, and we’re finding quite a few 
infected flies here on Tallil. 

In a joint survey program by Army's Theater 
Army Medical Laboratory and Air Force Public 
Health, sand flies have been collected in large 
numbers from 40 locations on base. Testing on 
the samples from those sites by Walter Reed 
Army Institute of Research has found that 1 in 
50 of the sand flies collected on Tallil AB are 
infected with the parasite responsible for caus- 
ing this disease. 

There are two forms of Leishmaniasis. One 
form, known as cutaneous, affects the skin by 
forming a quarter to half-dollar sized slow heal- 
ing sore , known locally as a “Baghdad Boil.” 
Visceral Leishmaniasis, on the other hand, 
infects internal organs and can be fatal if left 
untreated. This form is known locally as “Kala 
Azar.” 

To help control the sand fly population, vector 
control crews are working overtime to “fog” 
Tent City nightly, as well as treat individual 
tents and buildings. Unfortunately, we have no 


HAUPAMHHHH EN SNE 


A CUTANEOUS FORM: People who have cutaneous 
Leishmaniasis have one or more sores on their skin. 
The sores can change in size and appearance over 
time. They often end up looking somewhat like a vol- 
cano, with a raised edge and central crater. Some 
sores are covered by a scab. The sores can be either 
painless or painful and can erupt anywhere between 2 
months to 2 years after the bite occurs. 





A VISCERAL FORM: People who have visceral 
Leishmaniasis usually characterized by several weeks 
of high fever, weight loss, and an enlarged spleen and 
liver (usually the spleen is bigger than the liver). Some 
patients have swollen glands. Certain blood tests are 
abnormal. It can be fatal if left untreated. 


way of knowing exactly how many, if any, 
cases of Leishmaniasis may occur. 

Sand flies actively feed from dawn to dusk 
with peak feeding hours from midnight to 
approximately 4 a.m. Most people suffer only 
small red welts as a result of being bitten. For 
whatever reason, some individuals are tastier to 
sand flies than others. To our amazement, small 
numbers of biting sand flies have even been 
found inside air conditioned tents. And that 
means they may be feeding on you while you 
sleep. 

But it is important to know that the Tallil 
Entomology team is taking as many proactive 
measures as possible to prevent infection. 
However, we can’t solve the issue alone. You 
can help by taking a few simple steps (listed on 
the right) to protect yourself. Also, remember 
to note in your post deployment questionnaire 
that you may have been bitten by sand flies in 
an area known to have Leishmaniasis. 

Finally, remember that eating match heads, 
taking garlic pills and mega doses of vitamins, 
and wearing flea collars will not protect you 
from sand fly or mosquito bites—permethrin 
treated uniforms and bed nets, DEET-based 
repellents such as Off, Cutter and DoD issue 
Ultrathon will. 





Center for Disease Control Photo 


A GETTING UNDER YOUR SKIN: Large numbers 
of sand flies have been located in and around Tallil 
Air Base. Almost one-forth the size of a mosquito, 
these tiny pests have the potential to transmit a dis- 
ease called Leishmaniasis. 


Leishmaniasis Got You 
Bugged? Protect 
Yourself. Here’s How: 


p Use a net to cover your bed or cot. 
Treat your bed net and uniform 
items with permethrin (yellow 
aerosol can with a green lid). 
Concentrate the spray around the 
cuffs, arms, collar, legs and waist 
areas of the uniform, but do not 
treat undergarments, or your hat. 


p> Do not use permethrin spray on 
your skin. 


p> Wear DEET (green tube) repellent 
during outdoor night activities. 


> Know that sand flies feed and are 
most active during the hours of 
midnight and 4 a.m. 


> Contact the 407th AEG Public 
Health Office if you have ques- 
tions or concerns. They can be 
reached at 459-0134. 





Center for Disease Control Photo 
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SHOT 


We want to see Tallil Air Base and the 
surrounding areas from the inside out 


and we need your help. If you’ve got 


digital camera, then we want to talk to 


you! 


Send us your best digital photo for the 
week and we'll chose the top shots to be 


published in the next Tallil Times. 


When submitting photos, make sure 
they are of reasonable quality, and are 
in a .jpg or .gif format. Next, make sure 
you provide us with an accurate descrip- 
tion of the event and COMPLETE 


names of all persons pictured. 


Photos without complete information 
cannot be considered. Photos must be 
in good taste and not compromise safe- 


ty or security in any manner. 


If you have questions, please contact 
the Public Affairs Office at DSN 459- 
0014 or send your questions directly to 


tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 
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USAF photo by Master Set. Deb Smith 


<<) MUSIC OF THE NIGHT: The 
171st AGS “Down the Road Choir” 
brought down the house with an 
acapella version of “Jesus Will Fix It.” 
The 9-soldier group was part of 24 
different acts that took part in Tallil’s 
first-ever talent showcase. A second 
talent showcase is slated for July 12 
at the 171st AGS compound. 


Vv SEE THE WRITING ON THE 
WALL: A special message to the for- 
mer leader of the Iraqi military is 
etched clearly into the wall of a 
burned out building in a nearby vil- 
lage. This photo was snapped dur- 
ing a recent visit where members of 
the 407th ECES/EOD removed sev- 
eral mortars, bombs and RPGs. 





<<) THE GANG’s ALL HERE: Iraqi children from a nearby vil- 
lage strike their best pose for the camera. 


Vv LET’s PUT OUR HEADS TOGETHER: Iraqi men gather 
around a member of the U.S. Army’s Civil Affairs team as they 
prepare to unload much needed food and medical supplies. 





USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 


” USAF photo by Spe. Ryan Wilson, USA 
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USAF photo by Maj. Jon Anderson 


USAF photo by Staff Sgt. Jose Aponte 





TWO THUMBS UP: This happy snap of Master Sgt. Juan Maldonado and retired 
Gunnery Sgt. R. Lee Ermey was taken on board an HC-130 Rescue Aircraft as it made its 
way back to Tallil Air Base. Ermey and his video crew spent 2 days at Tallil gathering 
imagery for his cable television show Mail Call. 





OUT ON A LIMB: Command Post guru Master Sgt. Stephen Kroner and 
332nd AEW Vice Commander Col. John Griffin seem to be all tied up in an out- 
door “home improvement” project at the Wing Operations Center. 


QCT ViaGy 
THE ZiaGy 


Air Force Services has 

expanded its tour 

schedule to include 2 

afternoon visits to the 

Ziggura of Ur. For info, 

please call the Air Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. 


USAF photo by Master Set. Deb Smith 
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Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 


10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at the Rec Tent) . 7 . . 
IRAQI KIDS: Children from An Nasiriyah each express a different reaction to the 


Sundays and Wednesdays: activity of coalition personnel working in their village. Tallil personnel frequent the area 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the Rec Tent) to help rid schools and mosques of unexploded ordinance, deliver food and medical sup- 
plies, and assist families in locating missing members. 





YJ 
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Marines’ Quick Action Save Girl’s Life 


Story by: Spc. Ryan D. Wilson, USA 


203rd Military Intelligence Battalion, Staff Writer 


A routine afternoon turned dramatic when a 

local nine-year-old girl was accidentally 
hit by a HUMVEE traveling in a U.S. marine 
convoy. The child was struck when she unex- 
pectedly darted into the path of the oncoming 
convoy departing a nearby engineering site. 
However, some quick-thinking marines helped 
save the child’s life. 

“As soon as the call came in, our number 
one priority was to get the girl to safety,” said 
Staff Sgt. Andres Sepulveda, NCOIC of the 
320th Military Police Company who took the 
incoming call. “The driver took defensive 
measures and swerved to avoid her, but the girl 
was looking away from the convoy. The driver 
slammed on the brakes, but in that two or three 
seconds it took to stop the vehicle, the child was 
struck on her right side." 

The girl’s injuries were severe, including a 
closed head injury, facial fractures, left humor- 
ous fracture, injured ribs, right femur fracture, 
and multiple abrasions and concussions, said 


Stripe One Up: 
Tallil’s Newest Promotees 


Colonel Rene G. Jaso, trauma surgeon of the 
Naval Combat Area Support Hospital (CASH), 
who treated the girl. 

Sepulveda's team, who at the time of the 
emergency was recovering a bulldozer that had 
succumbed to a mud bog, responded within five 
minutes of the convoy's call for assistance. 

“She was having difficulty breathing, when 
we got to her,” said Sepulveda. 

"The MPs did a phenomenal job of getting 
her rushed here," Jaso added. As a matter of 
fact, the entire CASH staff was involved in the 
girl’s treatment—everyone from the emergency 
room physicians to the technicians. 

Jasco stated that the the young girl was treat- 
ed aggressively and promptly. Her wounds 
were bandaged and once she was stabilized, she 
was immediately evacuated by airlift to Kuwait 
for further treatment. Dr. Sandra Hooker of the 
CASH accompanied the girl to Kuwait and said 
she remains in stable condition. 

Although Marine representatives declined to 


comment on the accident, Sepulveda, who 
assisted with the investigation said he felt there 
was little the driver could have done to prevent 
the incident. 

“It is my opinion the accident was unavoid- 
able and the driver did everything he could to 
avoid it, and from hitting the girl," Sepulveda 
said. 

The girl's parents were notified of the acci- 
dent, according to Capt. Michael Hajdak of the 
744th MP Battalion operations. He also indi- 
cated the parents are thankful for the rapid 
response that saved their daughter's life.” 

The father conveyed that he was very grate- 
ful for our assistance," Hajdak said. "He under- 
stands it was an accident and thanked us for our 
quick action in getting her the best medical help 
possible.” 

The investigation has been closed and ruled 
an accident. There were no formal charges filed 
against the driver of the vehicle. The girl is 
expected to make a full recovery. 


Promoted to A1C 

Justin A. Gonzales - ESFS 
Raul Mexicano - ESFS 
Ivory Jackson - ESVS 


Promoted to SSot: 

David W. Madison - ESFS 
Lance W. Curb - ESFS 
Michael B. Alberson - ESFS 
Willie Gibson - ECES 
Edward N. Struckel - ECS 


USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 


Promoted to SrA: 

Randy M. Andrus - EAMXS 
Christopher J. Fisher - EAMXS 
Darrell W. King Jr. - EAMXS 

Guy G. Sotomayor - EAMXS 

Daniel F. Machado - EAMXS - BTZ 
Bayardo H. Sinclair - EAMXS - BTZ 
George Patchett - ESFS 


Promoted to TSot: 
Conrad Pascal - ESVS 
Scott L. Cooley - ECS 
Peter A. Czajkowski - ESFS 


Promoted to MSgt: 
Ann Hickey - ELRS ¥ 
A WORKING ON THE TAN LINES: Congratulations were in order 
for 19 Tallilians as they received official promotion orders. 
Supervisors, friends and colleagues worked their way through the 
lengthy lines to pass along good wishes and tack on new stripes. 





YJ 
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Air Force Will Simplify 


h 
Travel Payment Process iba ala ta 


By: Sergeant Ist Class Steve Miller, USA 


Story by: A.J. Bosker, Air Force Print News 


he Air Force has automated the process 
of filing travel-accrual payment requests 
for military travelers, making it available on the 
Virtual Military Personnel Flight Web page. 
“This should simplify the process not only 
for the traveler but also deployed and home-sta- 
tion financial services offices,” said Chief 
Master Sgt. Larry P. Gonzales, executive for 
enlisted matters to the assistant secretary of the 
Air Force for financial management and comp- 
troller at the Pentagon. 
According to Gonzales, 
the result is better customer 
service for the traveler 
while reducing the work- 


“Because of tech- 


when they want and on any computer with 
internet access, Gonzales said. Once it has been 
sent, the traveler can rest assured that their 
home-station financial services office received 
and processed their request and issued the 
accrual payment. The payment can be made to 
the traveler’s account or to their government 
travel card as directed. 

“Although filling out the worksheet on 
vMPF is the preferred way for travelers to sub- 
mit their accrual worksheets, because of real- 
world limitations, work- 
Sheets can still be faxed 
or sent via e-mail,” the 
chief explained. 

The Air Force had 


load for deployed financial 
services office workers and 
improving payment 
accountability for home- 
station offices. 

In the past, travelers 


ced ceye | Cor-] moti t- |p 
lenges in some 
deployed loca- 
tions, deployed 
ilit-lilex=mmey ai (ex=t-} 


been struggling for a 
while to find a way to 
improve the _ travel- 
accrual payment process 
for travelers, Gonzales 


who incurred charges en 
route to their temporary 
duty or deployment loca- 
tion had to fill out an accru- 
al-payment worksheet and 
provide it to their home 
station financial services 


often had to have 
one person fully 

dedicated to just 
faxing accrual-pay- what 
ment worksheets 
back to home sta- 


said. There was not a 
quick solution in sight 
until Air Force finance 
officials heard about 
officials at 
Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany, had devel- 


office, he said. oped. 

Many travelers often tions.” “They created a 
had to rely on assistance Web-based system to 
from deployed financial Chief Master Sgt. Larry P. Gonzales, help their deployed 


services offices to fax or e- 
mail the worksheet back to 
their home-station office 
for processing, he said. 

“Because of technologi- 
cal challenges in some deployed locations, 
deployed finance offices often had to have one 
person fully dedicated to just faxing accrual- 
payment worksheets back to home stations,” 
the chief explained. 

Even when the lines were working, 
Gonzales said there were no guarantees that the 
home-station financial services offices, because 
of the difference in time zones, received the 
worksheets. The traveler often had to return to 
the deployed office or try to call their home sta- 
tion to find out if their accrual-payment request 
was successfully received and processed. 

The new secure Web-based process on 
vMPF is much more convenient, he said. 

Travelers can now complete their worksheet 


Executive for Enlisted Matters to SAF 
for Financial Management 





members file their travel 
accrual-payment 
requests,” he said. “We 
liked their idea and 
wanted to implement it 
Air Force-wide.” 

People from the Air Force Personnel Center 
at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, were able to 
help, he said. 

“Three weeks after telling AFPC what we 
wanted, the travel-accrual worksheet was avail- 
able under vMPF for deployed and airmen (on 
temporary duty) to use worldwide,” Gonzales 
said. 

Although the Web-based process of submit- 
ting travel-accrual worksheets is currently lim- 
ited to only military travelers, Air Force offi- 
cials are working to offer the same service to 
civilians through the Virtual Civilian Personnel 
Flight Web site, he said. 


203rd Military Intelligence Battalion 
Sports Editor 


NHL Hockey 

Appearing a little rusty after a long lay- 
off, the mighty Ducks of Anaheim started 
the first 2 games of the Stanley Cup 
finals miserably. They trailed the New 
Jersey Devils 0-2 after the first couple of 
games. However, the Ducks have 
bounced back to a 2-2 tie as a result of 
the magnificent goal-tending of Jean- 
Sebastien Giguere, not to mention some 
amazing clutch scoring that has netted 
them their two amazing overtime wins in 
a row. 


NBA Basketball 

Because of a third-period Nets collapse 
at San Antonio, the Spurs, were able to 
beat the New Jersey Nets 101-89 in the 
first game of the NBA Championships. 


Tennis 

Trying to win her fifth Grand Slam tennis 
tournament, Serena Williams will face 
probably her most challenging competi- 
tion, Belgiums Justine Henin-Hardenne 
in the French Open Semi Finals. 
Henin-Hardenne is on of only two play- 
ers to defeat Serena this year. 
However, there will be no fifth consecu- 
tive Williams sister slam as Venus has 
already been eliminated. 


In the men’s bracket, one of the last 
remaining Americans, favorite Andre 
Agassi, lost 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 to 
Argentinian Guillermo Coria in a quarter 
final match. 


MLB: 

The Chicago Cubs’ Sammy Sosa was 
ejected from a recent game against the 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays whe he used an 
illegal corked bat. 


Ken Griffey Jr. hit one of Cincinnati's 
four homers off Mike Mussina, connect- 
ing despite an injured arm, as the Reds 
pulled away to a 6-2 victory Wednesday 
night over the New York Yankees. 


Griffey strained his right biceps on a 
swing against Mussina in the fifth inning, 
but stayed in the game and hit a solo 
homer on the next pitch for a 4-2 lead. 
Griffey held his arm at his side as he 
rounded the bases, then left the game. 
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The Last 
Shot 


Photo by: Staff Sgt. Jeromy Cross 
Air Force News 
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THE BRITISH ARE COMING: FORT 
DIX, N.J. -- British explosive ordnance dis- 
posal specialists participate in combat sce- 
narios along side their American counter- 
parts during a Phoenix Readiness class. Air 
Mobility Command's Phoenix Readiness 
combat training has ended and will be 
replaced in October by the Air Force's expe- 
ditionary combat-support training program, 
Eagle Flag. 


D0 YOUR 
PARENTS 
KNOW 
YOURE HERE? 


They would if you'd fill out an Air 
Force Home Town’ News 
Release! Contact the 407th AEG 
Public Affairs Office at 459-0014 or 
download the form off the “L” drive 


Words for Warriors 


ane See nUNe a ANE NANG “Once we have a war there is only one thing to do. It must be won. For defeat brings 


take your photo! Or simply E-mail worse things than any that can ever happen in war.” 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil --Ernest Miller Hemmingway- 


